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INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

FILMS: Zone of Conflict – Contemporary 
Documentaries on Culture and Politics  
of the Middle East 
Curated and presented: Christopher Mitchell  
November 18–20

Curated and presented by Christopher Mitchell, the 
festival had all the drama, hope and excitement of  
films associated with the vibrant, and yet conflict-
ridden culture, of  the Middle East.

The festival opened with A Road to Mecca (Austria) 
directed by Georg Misch, an informative and well-
judged combination of  travelogue and biopic on 
the spiritual journey of  Leopold Weiss, a Viennese 
Jew who, in the early 1920s, converted to Islam and 
changed his name to Muhammad Asad. This film 
was followed by the multiple award-winner, The Oath 
(USA) directed by Laura Poitras, a family drama about 
two men whose fateful encounter in 1996 set them 
on a journey that would lead to Osama bin Laden, 
9/11, Guantanamo Bay, and the US Supreme Court. 

The festival included the world premiere screening of  
Murder in Beirut (Al Arabiya/BBC World) directed by 
Charlie Smith, a gripping story of  how one political mur-
der has led to a battle for control of  the Middle East.  

Fix Me (Palestine, 2009) was director Raed Andoni’s 
way of  expressing the deep mental anguish that he was 
faced with in a state of  occupation. Shots of  family 
and former political associates were interrupted only 
by the very private, soul-seeking psychiatric sessions, 
in which the director tried to show the dilemma of  
the modern Palestinian under Israeli occupation.

The Writer and Flautist (2010) recounted the encounter 
between a Palestinian human rights lawyer and an 
Israeli gunman, interspersed with the beautiful music 

of  the ancient Nye flute. The dialogue that occurred 
over a walk was characteristic of  the deep mistrust 
and the unending feud between Israel and Palestine.  

The other side of  the Middle Eastern dialogue was the 
search for happiness through the search for God. Al 
Ghazali, (Al Ghazali: The Alchemist of  Happiness, UK, 
2004) the Iraqi theologian and later mystic learnt his 
lesson in humility through the Sufi Way. His conflict 
with his faith was resolved only when he surrendered 
himself  completely to experiencing the divine.  

Other films included the landmark two-part series 
Secret Iraq (BBC TV) directed by Sam Collyns and 
James Jones that shed new light on the dramatic story 
of  Iraq after the fall of  Saddam Husain. And Chou Sar 
(Lebanon) was a deeply moving first person account 
by De Gaulle Eid who returns to Lebanon after an 
absence of  13 years to confront his past. Traumatized 
by witnessing the murder of  his parents, younger 
sister and eleven other members of  his family, Eid 
also has to deal with the reality of  the 1993 amnesty 
agreement which meant that perpetrators of  civil 
war-era atrocities are immune from retribution.

 ANINDITA MAJUMDAR

Films of Conflict

Murder in Beirut
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BOOK DISCUSSION: Aesthetic Theories and 
Forms in Indian Tradition 
Edited by D.P. Chattopadhyay and  
Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan 
Discussants: Dr. Bettina Baumer;  
Professor Sharad Deshpande;  
Professor Ranjan K. Ghosh and  
Professor K.D. Tripathy 
Chair: Dr. Bhuvan Chandel, December 3

Indian Heritage

This interesting book discussion was chaired by 
Dr. Bhuvan Chandel, and the speakers were well-
known Indologists, Dr. Bettina Baumer, Director 
of  the Abhinava Gupta Research Library; Professor 
Sharad Deshpande from the University of  Pune;  
Professor Ranjan K. Ghosh from Delhi University  
and Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan, one of  the editors of   
the volume. 

Dr. Bhuvan Chandel introduced the theme of  the 
book, which is a part of  the ‘Project of  History 
of  Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian 

Civilization’. Dr. Vatsyayan initiated the discussion 
by sharing the experience of  co-editing the volume 
with Professor D.P. Chattopadhyay. The speakers 
discussed the particular book, highlighting the aim to 
discover the central aspects of  India’s heritage and 
presenting them in an interrelated manner, the central 
methodology followed for the whole project. This 
was the first time that an endeavour of  such a unique 
and comprehensive scope had been undertaken to 
study critically a major world civilization.

Dr. Bettina Baumer, Professor Sharad Deshpande 
and Professor Ranjan K. Ghosh spoke about 
the conceptualization of  the book in particular, 
and also the textual and performing traditions 
that have flourished in the Indian subcontinent. 
To conclude, Dr. Vatsyayan talked about the 
interrelated nature of  the principal themes in the book. 
She also highlighted the need to generate specific 
discourses as a parallel to existing western theories, 
relevant for comprehending the complexities of  the 
Indian aesthetic traditions. The discussion at the end 
raised important issues, such as defining a singular 
notion of  ‘Indian’ Aesthetics. 

 URMIMALA SARKAR MUNSI

Spiritual Ecology
TALK: Dalliance of Spirituality and Ecology – 
A Hindu Perspective 
Speaker: Acharya Shrivatsa Goswami 
Collaboration: Tibet House, December 1

Acharya Shrivatsa Goswami’s lecture was a reminder 
that mythology, religious lore and rituals need 
fresh interpretation to bring out their wisdom and 
universality. He began by observing that for a Hindu, 
spirituality was based upon a deep awareness of  
the nature of  human existence. Hindu rituals were 
constant reminders to integrate the relationship 
between body and spirit. This is why it is necessary 
to understand that Krishna stood not merely for the 
Hindu alone, but echoed the concern of  humanity 
at large.

Krishna loved the forest. The animals, water, and 
the mountains were dear to him. He appealed to the 

simple cowherds to worship the forces of  nature that 
sustained them, such as the Govardhana mountain 
and the Sun God. Kāliya Mardana was nothing but an 
act of  destroying the pollution that had poisoned the 
waters of  the river Yamuna.

  Goswami emphasized that ecology was about 
relationships, and that a beautiful relationship bound 
human society and nature together. To rejoice in 
the natural religion and not get caught up in the 
web of  ritualism: this was the essence of  Krishna’s 
teachings. Quoting from Srimad Bhagavat, Goswami 
said that a living being was born as a result of  its 
actions and underwent pleasure and pain because 
of  them. Therefore, one needed to respond to one’s 
innate nature and worship one’s own karma. Like the 
trees of  the forest, an individual’s life in this world 
was meaningful and fruitful so long as his energies, 
wealth, intelligence and speech were utilized for the 
good of  others. 

 RAJI RAMANAN
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PerFOrMANCe: Gandhi Katha 
Speaker: Narayan Desai, Songs rendered by 
Sardar Patel Vidyalaya 
Collaboration: Gandhi Peace Foundation and 
WSAG, November 26–29

Remembering Gandhiji

The word Katha in India is normally associated 
with religious discourses and mythological stories. 
A series of  five insightful lectures on Mahatma 
Gandhi delivered by 86-year old Narayanbhai Desai, 
was unique in many ways. Narayanbhai, who is the 
son of  Gandhiji’s personal secretary Mahadevbhai 
Desai, had the opportunity of  working in Gandhiji’s 
secretariat from 1936 to 1946. Narayanbhai’s eighty-
eighth Gandhi-Katha was held at Gandhi-King 
Memorial Plaza.

Why Gandhi-Katha in the twenty first century? 
Anticipating this question in the minds of  his listeners, 

Narayanbhai explained that the kind of  violence  
Gujarat witnessed in the year 2002 hurt him very  
deeply. As a fellow-citizen of  Gujarat, he felt that some-
where he was also responsible for the carnage, and he 
started his Gandhi-Kathas as an act of  repentance.

Divided over five days, for nearly three hours each 
day, Narayanbhai’s unique story-cycle spanned various  
aspects of  Gandhiji’s life: his non-violent struggle;  a series 
of  satyagrahas at local, regional and national level; his 
simultaneous handling of  political, social and communal 
issues; his life in three different continents; his gradual 
and continuous evolution as the Mahatma. The audience 
comprising different age-groups was utterly spellbound. 

The Katha was interspersed with the songs 
appropriate to the story. Almost all the songs were 
written by Narayanbhai himself, and were melodiously 
rendered by the teachers and students of  Sardar Patel 
Vidyalaya, under the able guidance of  musicologist  
Bhadraben Savai. 

 VARSHA DAS

TALK: Acharya J.C.Bose and Gurudev  
Rabindranath Tagore – The Tale of a Great Friendship
Speaker: Dr. Sibaji Raha  
Chair: Professor M.G.K. Menon, November 23

Two Enlightened Spirits

Why are anniversaries celebrated? To answer that  
Dr. Raha said that in today’s increasingly commercialized 
world, where knowledge is no longer pursued for the 
sake of  knowledge, older ideals and values need to be 
remembered. The talk marked the death anniversary 
of  Acharya J.C.Bose, a pioneer of  modern science in 
India, and was part of  the ongoing celebrations of  
the 150th birth anniversary of  Rabindranath Tagore. 

Professor M.G.K. Menon in his introduction observed 
that for most, Tagore represents poetry, Rabindra 
Sangeet, Shantiniketan; few know of  his views on 
nationalism, politics, or of  his interactions with 
distinguished scientists such as Einstein, S.N.Bose 
and J.C.Bose. 

Tagore and Bose, both Brahmos, were among 
those who ushered in the renaissance in India. Both 
built great institutions established as ‘temples to 

knowledge’. Each encouraged and actively supported 
the other in their endeavours. Raha described their 
close friendship through fascinating anecdotes, culled 
from their letters and the writings of  Syed Mujtaba 
Ali and Pramathanath Bishi among others. Apart 
from the rich exchange of  ideas and thoughts, the 
letters reveal the many facets of  their friendship, 
shared aesthetic sensibilities, deep understanding and 
mutual respect.

Bose’s pioneering work on wireless technology and 
his then controversial research on plant responses 
were touched upon. The Institute of  Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers’ announcement in its 
international conference in 1998 that the science 
behind wireless transmission for which Marconi 
received the Nobel Prize was actually Bose’s work, 
was heartening to note. 

Averse to the concept of  patents, Bose believed that 
the benefits of  science should be free for the world to 
enjoy. The Bose Institute has been carrying out outreach 
programmes to inspire young minds with his research. 
Raha hopes that through these the romance of  pursuing 
science for the sake of  science will be revived.

 KONINIKA RAY
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Freedom of Speech
TALK: Right to Information
Speaker: Hemant Goswami
Collaboration: RTI Users Association,
November 16

Hemant Goswami, a social and legal activist, 
illuminated the audience with how to use the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act 2005 to assert their rights 
for their own benefit, and for the welfare of  society 
at large. He illustrated the power of  RTI that he 
and his colleagues strategically used to make the 
Union Territory of  Chandigarh the first (Tobacco) 
Smoke Free city of  India; in exposing the road 
scam in Ludhiana and in the Red Cross, where the 
involvement of  IAS officers in misusing funds was 
suspected, and subsequently a probe launched.  
Discussing RTI in the context of  Fundamental 
Rights, Goswami highlighted the provisions 

under the Act, its use for specific purposes and 
the practicalities connected with the paper work 
required in the use of  RTI for bringing tangible 
change in society and in exposing corruption  
and political scams. 

RTI is stated to be one of  the most powerful 
legislations in India; in fact the best and broadest in 
the world for setting right a wrong deed. It provides 
individuals greater degree of  freedom of  speech 
and expression. It also empowers ordinary Indian 
citizens to seek information, demand transparency 
and accountability from government departments/
public authority. This can be done by a simple process 
that involves just stating their name, contact details, 
department identification from which information is 
being sought, without reasons for filing the RTI and 
by paying a very nominal amount. There is no fee 
for the BPL category. The weakness of  the Act is 
that private organizations cannot be brought under 
its purview.  

 MALA KAPUR SHANKARDASS

SeMINAr: Me and My Writings –  
Women Writers from Africa
Collaboration: Indian Institute of Advanced  
Studies, Shimla, Sahitya Akademi and  
Bharati College, Delhi University,  
November 19–23

Voices from Africa

Celebrating a multiplicity of  voices and vocabularies, 
this seminar brought together noted women 
writers from different regions of  Africa and India. 
Introducing the main theme, Dr. Veena Sharma 
commented on the need to free both women and 
men from stereotypical identities, while negotiating 
cautiously the differences in the she/he dialogue. 
Panel Discussion One, moderated by Dr. Nandini 
Sen, included a remarkable autobiographical-poetic-
performance called ‘Another Kingdom’ by Professor 
Karen King Aribisala, Nigeria as also presentations 

by Mridula Garg (Hindi), Vaidehi (Kannada) and 
Yashodhara Mishra (Oriya).

Panel Discussion Two, moderated by Dr. Veena 
Sharma, included presentations by Professor 
Joy Kwesiga, Uganda, Yaba Badoe, Ghana and 
Urmila Pawar (Marathi). These eminent writers 
revealed rare glimpses of  their varied personal 
sojourns, yet the threads of  commonality remained 
unmistakable. Whether the socio-cultural familial 
background were rural or urban, impoverished 
or affluent, Black or Brown, Dalit or mainstream, 
growing up as a woman and seeking to be a writer, 
throws up difficult challenges. In her concluding 
remarks, poet Dr. Sukrita Paul Kumar commented 
that genuine writing becomes by its own right  
mainstream literature. 

In the evening reading session, Yaba Badoe read select 
passages from her novel True Murder, Professor Karen 
King Aribisala from her collection of  short stories Our 
Wife and Other Stories and Professor Joy Kwesiga from 
Mary Karooro Okurut’s The Official Wife. 

 SHREYA BHATTACHARJI
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Two to Save the  
Environment
FeSTIVAL: Quotes from the Earth – 
The Environment Film Festival 2010 – 
for Ecological Citizenship  
Collaboration: Toxics Link, December 4–5

A confluence of creativity, cinema and the  
environment, the ‘Quotes from the Earth’ film  
festival, biennially organized with the India 
International Centre, celebrated the idea of  one 
and all for the environment by bringing in films 
under categories such as Earth, Water, Wildlife and 
Sustainability, with each category panning issues 
pertinent to the existence of  all. 

The festival, which was open to all, looked at the 
juxtaposition of  films with discussions.  Thus, the 
festival started with readings from the book, The 
Secret Abode of  Fireflies by Youth Reach with Nanni 
Singh, Editor of  the book introducing the book. The 
festival, which saw a range of  academicians, activists, 
and several school and college students, witnessed 
the opening of  the event with ecological readings on 
the first day This led to the inaugural screening for 
the day under the first category—Earth. 

This was a film from The Netherlands called The 
Last days of  Shishmaref by Jan Louter. Beginning with 
a film that talked about the Shishmaref  community 
and its struggles due to climate change in Alaska, 
the festival opened the Pandora’s box full of  
questions, understanding, opinions and views on the  
environment. Collated with the same was the 
following animation, The Earth Story by Megha Mathur 
and Suchi Tripathi. The coalition of  films and book 
readings gave way to discuss key issues under the 
environment—the need for environment education 
and a quick analysis of  where we stand today. 

The second day screenings centered around two broad 
themes: Wildlife and Sustainability. The appreciation 
within the category came on the Chinese film Kekexili 
or Mountain Patrol on the Tibetan Antelope, which had 
people from the audience crying at the death of  the 
saviour of  the antelopes. 

The film The Latent City, a winner of  the Eco-green 
award at Greece in 2010 by Krishnendu Bose gave way 
to the need for discussing the state of  the environment 
with respect to what goes behind shaping it at the 
decision-making level. While the evening saw mostly 
an international audience, the festival ended with the 
screening of  the critically acclaimed Bollywood film 
Peepli Live by Anusha Rizvi and Mahmood Farooqui. 

 ANJALI PANDEY

Ravi Agarwal at the festival

Participants at the festival
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eUNIC LeCTUre SerIeS:  
Poor like a Cat Living at the Coliseum –  
Reflections on Pier Paolo Pasolini and the City 
Illustrated lecture: Maria Carla Batelli 
Collaboration: Italian Embassy Cultural Centre, 
December 10

In Retrospect…

MeMOrIAL: In Memory of the Late Professor P. Lal 
Chair: K.N. Daruwalla 
Collaboration: The Poetry Society, December 1

Remembering P. Lal

Unloved, ostracized and unsung when alive it is no 
small surprise indeed that 35 years after his death this 
incredibly talented polymath’s legacy has refused to 
fade away from public memory. Maria Carla Battelli’s 
honest yet compassionate and sometimes poignant 
portrayal of  Pasolini introduces us to the many genres 
of  artistic production straddled by this enfant terrible— 
writer, poet, journalist and filmmaker—and the current, 
contradictory debates generated on the best way to value 
Pasolini’s legacy. In his own lifetime he encountered 
constant censorship and censure, and it is only now that 
people allow themselves to speak about him beyond 
categorizations and preconceived definitions of  his 
personality and somewhat scandalous life.

Pasolini’s short and tragic life was a struggle for 
existence and much effort was expended into 
constructing a personality which would allow him 
the much-denied acceptance in the cultural, social 

and political debate of  his time. His well-known 
critical views were expressed through his oeuvre: on 
Marxism and the existing social order; on religion, 
and specifically Catholicism; his constant despair over 
Italy’s impoverished condition; and his anger over the 
indifference of  the materialistic bourgeoisie.

Pasolini’s poetry dealt mainly with true human values 
and the intrinsic worth of  a single human life, defining 
him as a ‘civil’ poet, and also because it provided an 
understanding of  post-war Italian society. His own life 
intersected with that of  Rome: both an inspiration and an 
alternative, home to common folk and most effectively 
portrayed in his films—‘Mamma Roma’, ‘Accattone’, 
‘Medea’—that used amateur actors and actual suburban 
Roman locations. It is Rome, too, that stimulates his 
trenchant criticism of  Western civilization’s domination 
of  third-world countries. Although Pasolini was part of  
the elite and not part of  the public that he wrote for, he 
was not interested in the elite’s discussions—people’s 
problems were his own problems.

Handsome, with brooding good looks, Pasolini was 
a flagrant homosexual and he died a violent, tragic 
death that was never quite established: perhaps a 
victim of  homophobia. In his own words:

I am dying, and even this is damaging me.

 RITU SINGH

This memorial tribute featured several writers and 
admirers of  P. Lal, the man who single-handedly 
ran a publishing house called Writer’s Workshop. 
The first among them was poet K.N. Daruwalla 
who dubbed Lal the Guru who presided over Indian 
English writing by publishing plays, poetry and 
novels. A writer himself, Lal translated the Gita and 
the Mahabharata into English.

H.K. Kaul’s tribute began with a brief  biographical 
account of  the man who, in 1958, created Writer’s 
Workshop and went on to publish over 3000 volumes of  

Indian writers, including Vikram Seth and Pritish Nandy. 
It was a unique venture as the poems were hand typeset 
in local Indian presses, and bound with handloom cloth.

Dr. Karan Singh, whose Mountain of  Shiva was 
published by Lal, called him ‘an institution’, who 
had a profound and continuing impact on literature 
by promoting young writers. Lal’s calligraphy was 
superb, he added. Other speakers who paid tribute 
included Jawhar Sircar, Keshav Malik, Malashri Lal, 
Indranath Chaudhuri, Rupendra Guha Majumdar 
and Sujata Mathai. 

This was followed by a power point presentation that 
showed P. Lal with his family and friends in India and 
abroad. A DVD prepared by his daughter, Srimati 
Lal, also featured Lal speaking from the Mahabharata. 
Later, Srimati read out some of  Lal’s poems.

 RACHNA JOSHI
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PLAY: Everything Personal  
By Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay,  
Presented by Yatrik; Directed by Bhaskar Ghose, 
December 6–7

Intertwined Lives 

TALK: Music and Dance Heritage of Himachal  
Presenter: Vijay K. Stokes 
Collaboration: Manana, November 8

Himachali Beats

Audio and video clips were used to describe the rich 
music and dance traditions of  ilaqa Kotgarh (80 km 
from Shimla), which had three highly developed genres 
of  folk music: geet, or songs, set to a four-beat rhythm; 
laane, a chant form in which women accompanied 
various marriage functions; and laman, a free-form 
poetic recitation of  thoughts—about sorrow, 
life and death, and romance. It also had 
three genres of  dance: the nati, in which 
large groups of  people danced around 
a circular path to a four-beat rhythm; 
the bhitru naach, a structured in-
door solo dance; and the phuki 
nati, in which many individuals 
performed unstructured dances 
set to several different beats. 

Rhythm, a critical component of  pahari culture, was 
generated by an ensemble of  instruments (baja), 
which typically consisted of  two large base drums 
(dhols), a higher frequency half  drum (nagara) and a 
metal plate (bhana) which produced a high-frequency 
metallic sound. A characteristic uneven tessellation of  
each beat made the nati sound unlike any other four-
beat rhythm. Besides these percussion instruments, 
the baja also had three pairs of  horns: a flared lower-
frequency horn (karnal); a bulbous, higher frequency 
horn (kaori); and an S-shaped high-frequency horn 
(harnshinga). The baja could be accompanied by a 
shehnai (a sarnai) that played the song melody. 

This sophisticated music form now faced 
extinction because the baja was played 

by the local Harijans, whose younger 
generation have distanced 
themselves from this activity 

because of  the associated 
stigma.

 ANSHU DOGRA

Indian theatre professionals have been complaining 
about the lack of  contemporary indigenous 
playwrights. But a crop of  new playwrights are 
emerging. The latest new playwright to hit the 
horizon is Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay, whose first 
play was presented by Yatrik under the direction of  
Bhaskar Ghose. 

What happens when Everything Personal becomes 
‘everything public’? The play revolves around a 
radio reality show, in which listeners phone in 
anonymously, using pseudonyms, answering personal 
questions. Centre stage are two couples whose lives 
get intertwined due to the radio show. Vivek (Sunit 
Tandon) and Nupur are a lovey-dovey couple who 
have Ganesh and Madhuri as frequent visitors, often 
staying on for dinner. 

Vivek’s thrill-seeking temperament helps the RJ 
to artfully draw him in to reveal intimate secrets 
of  his life. This creates a turmoil in the lives of  
the remaining three. Vivek confesses to a previous 
relationship with Madhuri; without revealing her 
identity, though, it doesn’t take long for the spouses 
to guess. As the shows progresses, the pressure 
of  keeping the listeners entertained leads to 
brinkmanship on Vivek’s part, and he inadvertently 
reveals a dark secret of  his life which shocks even the  
radio channel.

Bhaskar’s taut direction did full justice to 
Mukhopadhyay’s script, which kept the audience 
on tenterhooks. Sunit Tandon’s rendition of  an 
unfathomable liar, was well- crafted. Arti Nayar, 
Rupali Sharma and Vishaal Sethia gave competent 
performances; however, Isha Joshi needs to work 
on her voice projection. The play was not only 
entertaining, but also examined issues of  the 
generation gap and marital loyalty in a contemporary 
framework. One hopes the playwright will continue 
to write and contribute to Indian theatre.

 MANOHAR KHUSHALANI
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Of  the Pir and the Murid

In Brief

TALK: Hazrat Amir Khusrau and the Tradition of 
Khanqahi Qawwali 
Illustrated presentation: Irfan Zuberi,  
November 30

In this illuminating lecture on the tradition of  
Khanqahi Qawwali, Irfan Zuberi first established the 
spiritual lineage of  Amir Khusrau, regarded as the 
father of  Qawwali singing. After tracing the origins of  
the four main Sufi orders, Zuberi dwelt on the special 
relationship between the Pir, Nizamuddin Auliya, 
(of  the Chishtiya order, with its emphasis on love, 
tolerance, and openness) and the Murid, Khusrau, 
which fostered such immense musical creativity in 
the fourteenth century.   

Qawwali traces its origins to the practice of  sama, the 
practice of  evoking the divine through song. It was a 

group performance, with at least two leaders and six 
or seven persons making up the chorus. As Zuberi 
explained the details of  decorum and etiquette 
observed in this style of  music, he also played some 
rare Qawwali recordings. Through these recordings, 
he explained the structure of  a Khanqahi Qawwali 
—which began with a naghma, followed by an alaapi, 
then an introductory Rubai, after which the first verse 
of  the Qawwali began in a medium tempo. Some 
ornamentations used during a majlis were similar 
to those of  a Hindustani classical performance, for 
instance, Bol-bant and Taqrar—or rhythmic interplay 
—and Taraana. Kalam or verses by poets from the 
same silsila or lineage, with a strong poetic link to the 
main poem, were introduced from time to time. 

What sets a Qawwali apart from other genres is the 
fervent clapping that accompanies a performance, and 
the speaker had an interesting insight into this practice: 
according to him, a Taali paralleled the heartbeat, and 
this eventually lead to suroor, or ecstasy. 

 NEETA GUPTA

Ear Acupuncture, An Innovative Diagnostic 
and Therapeutic System

December 22

Auriculotherapy is based on the fact that every 
part of  the human body has a corresponding 
point in the ear as meridians are represented 
here, similar to ‘marma’ points of  Ayurveda. 
These reflex points can be used for diagnosis and 
treatment of  many diseases.

Dr. Vidal Pascal, who is trained in Medicine, 
Homeopathy and Acupuncture from Paris, 
focussed his lecture on this innovative diagnostic 
and therapeutic system, discovered by Dr. Nogier 
in France, in the second half  of  the twentieth 
century. According to this system, all organs 
have a location in the ear, where they have a 

correspondence or representation. The lecture 
was chaired by Ms. S. Jalaja 

Taijiquan: A Way of  Self-Transformation

December 23

Dr. Vanessa Vidal has studied the Art of  Chi 
Stevanovich method (School of  Taijiquan), 
which is based on qi (or chi) work, the vital 
energy, called prana in yoga. Developed in China 
in ancient times, this practice has spread all 
over the world. It is now becoming a universal 
path of  self-perfection useful for anybody 
in search for inner knowledge. The two-part 
lecture, chaired by Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan, dealt 
with the definition and principles of  Taijiquan, 
and the demonstration of  the ancient form of   
127 postures.
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History of Christmas Music
ILLUSTrATeD PreSeNTATION: An Overview 
of Christmas Music as it has Evolved over the 
Past 2000 Years 
Speaker: Dr. Punita Singh, December 23

Happy New Year
The start of  a new year is a good time to wish all 
our Members and their families peace, happiness and 
health. The last year has been a busy one for all of  
us at the Centre, with the ongoing renovation and 
upgrading of  facilities across several venues. We hope 
that well before the 2011 is over and well in time for 
our Golden Jubilee celebrations in 2012, the India 
International Centre will be ready to face the next 
half-century. 

We are happy to inform you that the kitchens and 
hostel area have been completely revamped and 
Members who missed their usual fare while the 
kitchen renovation was on, can once again order their 

Punita Singh, musicologist and university teacher, 
traced the history of  Christmas music, interspersing 
it with recorded music to enhance the charm of  the 
evening. She did well to include composers like Bach 
(her pick of  the number one composer of  all time), 
Vivaldi, Mozart and Beethoven among others in her 
lecture, arguing that the range of  their work gave 
them a standing beyond Christian music.

Early Christmas music, drawn from pre-Christian 
Jewish music, was basically chanting that also dealt 
with secular themes. Naturally, Christian liturgy, 
and the birth, mission, death and resurrection of  
Jesus provided the framework for such music. 

Monophonic plain chant progressing to polyphonic 
music was the next development, with bells and 
drums predominating. There was also a seasonal 
aspect of  Christmas music with references to snow, 
reindeer that had no religious connotation. The 
absence of  these seasonal characteristics in India 
underlined their foreign origin. Punita then projected 
a jolly and raucous Punjabi version of Jingle Bells to the 
merriment of  the audience. 

Coming to the Reformation and after, she charac-
terized motets as layers of  voice. Vivaldi’s all-string  
Baroque Gloria was contrasted with Mozart’s addition 
of  wind instruments to the presentation. 

Regarding present times, Once in Royal David’s 
City, sung by the choir of  King’s College, Oxford, 
opened the BBC programme of  Christmas music. 
Appropriation of  such music for other purposes (e.g. 
anti-Vietnam war) reached its most populist phase 
with the success of  Simon and Garfunkel’s Silent Night,  
added Punita.

 G. GEORGE

favourite food. Similarly, the Library is now equipped 
with brighter lights and a more spacious layout. We 
have also added several new facilities, such as Kindle 
and audio books, to our Library facilities. For all the 
work that was put into providing these additional 
services, we are grateful to our Librarian Sushma 
Zutshi and our Dy. General Manager Shyamole 
Agarwal. Both retired this year after years of  service 
and will be deeply missed by our members and  
the Centre.

As always, we look forward to seeing you at our 
programmes and hope that you will continue to 
encourage us with your feedback.
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Notices

Obituary
A-0884 Dr. T.C. Anand Kumar
A-1734 Smt. Sunita Sood
A-2018 Professor Satish Saberwal
A-2354 Shri Prem Nath Abbi
A-2358 Shri Arif  S. Khan
L-0191 Shri K. Kurian
L-0375 Shri S.S. Ray
M-0532  Shri L.C. Jain
M-0850 Shri J.M. Bhatia
M-1671 Dr. Rajendra T. Vyas
M-2085 Shri Bidhu D. Jayal
M-2229 Dr. P.K. Mukhopadhyay
M-3086 Dr. Roshan Lal 

diarynotices

IIC Library 

IIC members are requested to give their suggestions 
with regard to the following initiatives being 
undertaken by the IIC Library.  An Audio Books 
facility has been introduced in the Library for the 
Members. The Library has started downloading 
audio books on Religion, Philosophy, Fiction 
and History from the following websites:www.
booksshouldbefree.com; www.audiobooksforfree.
com;  www.freeclassicaudiobooks.com; www.
audiobooks.net; www.storynory.com

‘Kindle’ is a wireless reading device, developed by 
Amazon.com for the rendering and displaying of  
e-books and other digital media. It can store 1500 
books. ‘Kindle’ has been procured for the Library. 

It has been decided to start ‘Meet the Author’, a 
Literary programme once every quarter. The Library 
proposes to invite well-known writers from all 
fields i.e. History, Art, Economics, Literature in the 
Programme. The Library organizes a monthly Book 
Discussion Programme. 

Members are requested to give their suggestions on 
all of  the above initiatives namely (i) Audio Books 
to be downloaded, (ii) Books to be downloaded 
on ‘Kindle’, (iii) Names of  authors for ‘Meet the 
Author’ Programme, (iv) Books for Book Discussion 

Programme. Please send your suggestions to the 
Library in writing or by email to library.iic@nic.in by 
30 January, 2011.

Election Process 

The Election process for filling up the two seats 
on the Board of  Trustees has commenced. These 
include one by an Individual Member and the other 
by an Institutional Member, and four seats on the 
Executive Committee.  The composition of  the four 
seats on the Executive Committee is as follows:

1) two seats represented  by Individual Members and

2) two seats represented by Institutional Members 
(one by Corporate Institutions other than 
Universities and the other by Corporate 
Foundation Members and Universities including 
Deemed Universities).

Letters inviting nominations have been issued to all 
Members entitled to vote. Last date for receiving 
nominations is 14 January, 2011.

IIC Website

The new website of  IIC can be accessed at iicdelhi.
nic.in. It has been developed in collaboration with the 
National Informatics Centre. The new website has 
the following sections:

Membership; About IIC; Programme; Research 
Project; Publication; Library; Services; Notices; 
Photo Gallery

The website has a new look and feel, and includes 
a kaleidoscope of  IIC activities. There is  provision 
for showing current/forthcoming and archive of  
IIC programmes, publication, various services and 
related rules and regulations. New features like audio 
and video files of  IIC programmes and payment 
gateway have been integrated with the website for the 
convenience of  the Members.

A Member’s area has been included, but it can be accessed 
by using a password (process to log in to the Members’ 
area will be sent to Members shortly). This area has 
features for sending room/venue booking requests, 
making online payment of  outstanding, downloading 
forms and viewing accounts related notices.
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diary futures

Lectures

19 January 2011 at 6:30 pm, Conference Room – I
Race of  the Politics of  Position: Above and 
Below in Frank Moraes’  The Importance of 
Being Black
Speaker: Professor Antoinette Burton 

27 January 2011 at 6:30 pm, Conference Room – I
The Imperatives of  Democracy and  
Good Governance for a Revitalised Africa
Speaker: Professor Denis Venter

31 January 2011 at 6:30 pm, Conference Room – I
The British Media, Lord Mountbatten and 
Indian Independence, August 1947

Speaker: Dr. Chandrika Kaul, University of   
St. Andrews, Scotland, UK

20 January 2011 at 6:30 pm, Annexe Auditorium
Music Appreciation Promotion Programmes

Mansur, Gharana and Gayaki

An illustrated lecture by S. Kalidas, noted music critic 

The presentation endeavours to understand the 
stylistic dynamics of  the legendary Hindustani 
vocalist Pt. Mallikarjun Mansur 
through archival audio and 
video recordings of  him and 
his contemporaries like Faiyaz 
Khan, Kesarbhai, Krishnarao 
Pandit and Kumar Gandharva

11 February 2011 at 6:30 pm, Annexe Auditorium
Hindi Film Music and its Association with 
Hindustani Ragas

Talk by Partha Chatterjee, film maker and  
music buff

The inspiration for Hindi cinema was the nautanki 
and Parsi Theatre. Both forms were reliant on raga 
and folk based melodies to communicate with their 
respective audiences. These qualities carried over 
into the popular mainstream cinema.

18 February 2011 at 6:30 pm, 
Conference Room – I
Jantar Mantar – Maharaja 
Sawai Jai Singh’s Observatory 
in Delhi
Illustrated lecture by Anisha 
Shekhar Mukherji, who trained as 
an architect with a specialization 
in conservation

Discussions

20 January 2011 at 5:30 pm, Conference Room – I
Roundtable on Globalization and Development
The Rise of  the BRICs, India’s Economic 
Relations and the Future of  Globalization
Panelists: Professor Ashutosh Varshney,  
Mani Shankar Aiyar, MP, and Shri Nitin Pai

Moderator: Professor Vivek H. Dehejia

27 January 2011 at 6:30 pm, Conference Room – I
Below Count: Medical Services for the 
Homeless in Delhi
Speakers: Smt. Suryakanthi Tripathi, Dr. Anoop 
Saraya, Dr. Amod Kumar, Miloon Kothari
Moderator: Shri Suhas Borker
(Collaboration: Working Group on Alternative 
Strategies)

Performances

22 January 2011 at 6:30 pm, Auditorium
IIC Annual Day
Release of  the IIC Book  
The Golden Boat:  
50 Indian River Poems
(New Delhi, Yoda Press 2011)
Edited by Professor K. 
Satchidanandan
Followed by
Synthesis of  Strings – Sitar and Cello
Presented by Shubhendra Rao on sitar and Saskia 
Rao de Haas on cello
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29 January 2011 at 6:30 pm, Auditorium
Bridging the World with Music - Concert 
Presented by Viola da Cunha (mezzo soprano) with 
Justin McCarthy (piano)
The artists will present an evening of  lieder, English 
and Spanish songs

31 January 2011 6:30 pm, Auditorium
Hindustani Vocal recital 
By Mita Haldar from 
Kolkata, disciple of  
Pt. Ajoy Chakraborty 

4 February 2011 at 6:30 pm, Auditorium
Women Poets of  India and Pakistan
The presentation will include musical and tarannum 
renditions of  ghazals, nazms, geets and dramatized 
recitation of  works by renowned poets like Amrita 
Pritam, Mahadevi Verma, Kishwar Naheed, Zehra 
Nigah, Parveen Shakir, Naseem Nakhat, Noorjahan 
Sarwat and others
Vocal artists – Shohana Rao, Sheila Hattangadi and 
Nirmala Jaishankar
Dramatized presentation by Salima Raza

fiLms

1 February 2011 at 6:30 pm, Auditorium
The Poetics of  Color: Natvar Bhavsar (USA)

Directed by Sundaram Tagore who will introduce 
the film

Screening will be followed by a discussion

While examining aesthetics in the context of  
globalization, this documentary explores the life and 
work of  painter Natvar Bhavsar

Persistence Resistance 2011 –  
A Festival of  Political Documentaries:  
8-10 February 2011

Persistence Resistance 2011 brings the audiences 
and matters of  films a little closer together in a 

common space, in a quest to explore the diversity of  
the documentary form 

Organized in collaboration with Magic Lantern 
Foundation

exhibitions

22–29 January 2011, Art Gallery (Annexe),  
11:00 am–7:00 pm daily
The Northern Reach of  Buddhism in Asia

Connections between India, Tibet and the Buddhists 
of  Northern Asia

An exhibition of  photographs and documents  
which details the story of  the complex relationships 
of  the 19th and 20th centuries and on Buddhism 
in the regions of  Mongolia - Inner and Outer 
Mongolia; and the Republics of  Buriatia and  
Tuva in Russia

Opening on Friday, 21 January at 6:30 pm 

3–9 February 2011, Art Gallery 
(Annexe), 11:00 am–7:00 pm daily
Sumi-e and Calligraphy Work

Ink on paper and drawings and 
illustrations by Yuriko Ando 
Lochan

23 February–1 March 2011, Art 
Gallery (Annexe), 11:00 am–7:00 pm
Photographs by Jasleen

Kalachakra-Leh, 1976

An artist’s perspective of  the Sacred ceremony 
conducted by His Holiness The Dalai Lama in the 
high desert mountains of  Ladakh. 
This ceremony was the first of  its 
kind in a terrain akin to Tibet. It 
was also the first time that Ladakh 
opened its incredible beauty to the 
World.

The exhibition is a testimony to a 
unique historical moment.


