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INDIA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

EXHIBITION: Celebrating Bapu – Unseen 
Faces, Unheard Voices. A series of programmes 
dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi 
Inauguration: Fali S. Nariman, October 18–25

Commemorating Gandhi

The events curated by Sunaina Suneja in this week-
long celebration were evidence of  Gandhi’s reach 
and presence in the popular imagination. 

The inauguration of  the ‘Gandhi in folk art’ 
exhibition on 17 October initiated the series of  
lecture demonstrations. It showcased artistes from 
across several folk regions as part of  the Gandhi 
museum. The worli, madhubani, pattachitra or patch-
work depictions were a true artistic tribute to the 
person who led the nation to freedom. 

The lecture on ‘Gandhi and Philately’ by Nikhil 
Mundra was an audio-visual treat for the mind. The 

audience savoured details of  Gandhiji’s  international 
presence. Mundra’s mind’s eye drew multiple 
connections between the Gandhian zest for peace 
silently finding pride of  place amidst a series of  
stamps on war heroes, or Gandhi’s icon as part of  
‘stamp on stamp’ (a term in philately). Gandhiji also 
enjoyed exclusive recognition as a world leader by 
being part of  the postal seals of  a few countries.

Describing the exhibition to young people, it was 
heartening to learn that children are taught to draw 
Gandhiji using special techniques, which was also 
seen in one of  the exhibits. In small ways, schools 
and society attempt to sustain the presence of  the 
Mahatma in the lives of  children, which became 
evident on 24 October when 15 children along with 
60 to 70 adults attended the Day of  Mindfulness. 
What a wonderful way to live out the victory of  good 
over evil on Dussehra! 

 ASHA SINGH



THE AUROVILLE FESTIVAL: City for 
Transformation, September 14–21

A City Unique

Sri Aurobindo’s ‘spiritual collaborator’ Mirra (Alfassa) 
Richard arrived in Pondicherry four years after he did 
(1914), and was affectionately called the Mother by 
him. She died 23 years after him (1973), but already 
in the 1960s she had sowed the seeds of  Auroville, 
having stated, ‘There should be somewhere on earth 
a place which no nation could claim as its own, where 
all human beings of  goodwill…could live freely as 
citizens of  the world and obey one single authority, 
that of  the supreme truth…’ Auroville was envisaged 
as that experiment in human evolution. A fascinating 
week of  inspiring films, talks, and an art exhibition 
and interaction with some of  the earliest settlers and 

younger devotees of  the Auroville creed presented the 
inner workings of   Auroville.

Aurovilians and others spoke passionately on various 
aspects of  a settlement still ‘in transition’, where the 
pursuit of  spiritual goals accompanies alternative ways 
of  material living. From the once barren plateau of  red 
earth, today Auroville is a verdant township, the creation 
of  its inhabitants. From ecology and sustainability, 
cleaning the Adyar basin in collaboration with the 
Tamil Nadu government, to education, business 
and economic goals, integral health and ‘garbology’, 
Aurovilians spoke proudly of  their achievements and 
were frank about the long road that lies ahead. That 
the Mother and Sri Aurobindo are omnipresent in all 
endeavours is evident, but it was also clear that  ‘the 
touristy version hides the intensity of  work going on 
there.’ Undoubtedly, the Auroville experience left all 
with much to ponder on.

 RAZIA GROVER
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FESTIVAL: Focus Ghana–Exhibitions, films, 
performances and a seminar on Ghana
Convenor: Dr. Veena Sharma
Collaboration: ICCR, September 7–9

This event was a complex melange of  performing 
arts, artistic forms and philosophic discussions about 
the world view that permeates the art forms and the 
day to day lives of  the  peoples of   India and Ghana. 
Antique Kentes, art materials and representations 
of  symbols which an oral culture uses to transmit 
ideas were displayed alongside music performances,  
showing how these forms are used to transmit 
important ethical messages encoded in proverbs  
and stories.

The genesis of  this event lay in the recognition that 
despite the rhetoric at the political level, knowledge 
about each other at the person-to-person level is 
highly skewed. It was informed either by the prism 

of  colonial projections about each side, or notions 
formulated from the de-contextualized cultures that 
migrants from each side practice. 

The event aimed at stressing that the peoples of  the 
global South need to understand each other through 
their own indigenous epistemological constructs; 
that the two set up meaningful dialogues, as dialogue 
entertains and respects plurality and difference and 
gives due epistemic place to the other.

 VEENA SHARMA

A Panorama of Ghanaian 
and Indian Cultural Forms
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GOLDEN JUBILEE LECTURES: Towards Growing 
Links between the Supreme Court of India and the 
High Court of Australia
Speaker: The Hon’ble Michael Kirby
Chair: Mr. Soli J. Sorabjee, October 5

This lecture by the iconic Justice Michael Kirby was 
organized as part of  the Centre’s Golden Jubilee 
programmes. Justice Kirby was introduced by  
Mr. Soli J. Sorabjee, President, IIC, as one of  the 
most outstanding judges in the common law 
world.  Justice Kirby believes that judicial functions 
must be in tune with the deeply felt emotions of  
ordinary citizens, and therefore judges have a role 
in law making.  In the 2003 Hamlyn lectures, he  
stated that:

‘…contrary to myth, judges do more than simply apply law.  
They have a role in making it and always have’.

What made the lecture truly extraordinary was the 
revelation of  the deep love which Justice Kirby had 
for India right from his student days; the extent to 
which he traversed the vast topography of  our country 
and his renewed commitment to do so even at this 
age, albeit in more luxurious settings!  The lecture 
covered the similarities and differences between the 
Indian and Australian legal systems with the clarity 
and simplicity of  a master.  

Along with his love for India, the lecture brought out 
the high regard he had for Indian judicial decisions.  
He drew upon Indian jurisprudence in his own 
judgments.  The lecture highlighted the obvious need 
for catholicism in legal exchanges. His ‘diamond 
bouquet’ to the outstanding contributions of  the 
Indian Supreme Court was deeply moving, particularly 
when two former Chief  Justices of  India and judges of  
the Supreme Court and the Delhi High Court graced  
the occasion.

 PRASHANTO SEN

Citizens and Judges

The India International Centre recently organized a 
lecture by the iconic Justice Michael Kirby, as part 
of  its Golden Jubilee programmes. Justice Kirby was 
introduced by Mr. Soli J. Sorabjee, President, IIC, as 
one of  the most outstanding judges in the common 
law world.  Justice Kirby believes that judicial func-
tions must be in tune with the deeply felt emotions 
of  ordinary citizens, and therefore judges have a role 
in law making.  In the 2003 Hamlyn lectures, he stat-
ed that:

‘…contrary to myth, judges do more than simply apply law.  
They have a role in making it and always have’.

What made the lecture truly extraordinary was the 
revelation of  the deep love which Justice Kirby had 
for India right from his student days; the extent to 
which he traversed the vast topography of  our coun-
try and his renewed commitment to do so even at 
this age, albeit in more luxurious settings!  The lecture 
covered the similarities and differences between the 
Indian and Australian legal systems with the clarity 
and simplicity of  a master.  

Along with his love for India, the lecture brought out 
the high regard he had for Indian judicial decisions.  He 
drew upon Indian jurisprudence in his own judgments.  
The lecture highlighted the obvious need for catholi-
cism in legal exchanges. His ‘diamond bouquet’ to the 
outstanding contributions of  the Indian Supreme Court 
was deeply moving, particularly when two former Chief  
Justices of  India and judges of  the Supreme Court and 
the Delhi High Court graced the occasion.

 PRASHANTO SEN

GOLDEN JUBILEE LECTURES: Towards Growing 
Links between the Supreme Court of India and 
the High Court of Australia. Speaker: The Hon. 
Michael Kirby. Chair: Shri Soli Sorabjee. Oct. 5

Citizens and judges

David Headon mentioned that Canberra, New 
Delhi and Lucknow have a common narrative with 
comparisons and contrasts.

In the Australian narrative, American writers like 
Emerson’s essay on ‘Nature’ directly influenced  the 
Canberra story.  In the 1900s, Louis Sullivan the 
‘father of  skyscrapers’ addressed the young architects 
of  America and Frank Lloyd Wright and Walter 
Griffin were greatly influenced by his ideas on the 
importance of  practical requirements over aesthetics.   
At that time two movements became popular in 

America and Britain, the City Beautiful and Garden 
City movements that were major influences on the 
Australians who wanted to build a slumless, smokeless 
city or the Garden City.   Canberra was chosen as 
a capital city. In 1908, Canberra was designed as 
an object for all times and Walter Griffin won the 
international competition.   Nature was very much 
a part of  his design. The influences on Canberra 
were the summer capital of  the Phillipines,  Bagio, 
Washington D.C. and Brasilia.

 In a parallel movement, the events after 1857 leading 
to the growth of  the British empire and the subsequent  
movements towards independence and the partition 
of  Bengal, the capital was shifted from Kolkata to 
Delhi. Two British architects Edwin Lutyens and 
Herbert Baker began to work on Delhi

Christopher Vernon spoke about Canberra, New 
Delhi and Brasilia. He spoke about the themes 
of  identity; how urban design can be about power  
and control.

DISCUSSION: Capital Visions – From the 
Imagined to the Real 
Speakers: Dr. David Headon; and Professor 
Christopher Vernon
Collaboration: Institute of Urban Designers, 
India, September 29

Designing Cities
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PERFORMANCE: Parts and Pieces – A Musical 
Mosaic. Presented by the Stop-Gaps Choral 
Ensemble, October 29

Bridging the World 
with Song

An intricate kaleidoscope of  sound, perfect harmonies 
and syncopations is what an august audience was 
treated to at a stupendous programme of  choral music 
by the Stop-Gaps Choral Ensemble from Mumbai. 
With a vast and popular musical repertoire ranging 
from serious classical to effervescent jazz and pop, 
the multi-talented Ensemble’s brilliant performance 
bridged generations and broke down religious, social 
and economic barriers with song. 

Aptly named ‘Parts and Pieces—A Musical Mosaic,’ 
the concert featured a wide range of  classical and 
religious masterworks, show-stopping hits from 
English-language musicals, pop hits of  the swinging 
60s, and all-time favourites—not to forget our very 

own home-grown Bollywood remixes. Add to the 
fabulous singing a touch of  classy and  creative 
razzle-dazzle with glamorous costumes and some 
choreography. Their presentation of  an original song 
entitled And I Have Spun, a fitting tribute to Mahatma 
Gandhi on the eve of  his birth anniversary, was 
particularly inspiring. The concert also featured Tara 
Sutaria, the 16-year-old singing sensation, whose 
rendition of  Whitney Houston’s I Will Always Love 
You saw many shed a silent tear in the dark.    

 DEEPAK CASTELINO

MUSIC APPRECIATION PROMOTION: Jazz 
for all Times. Illustrated Presentation by  
Mr. Soli J. Sorabjee and Ratan Sehgal, October 1  

Jazz at the IIC

Mr. Soli Sorabjee and Ratan Sehgal (veteran Jazz 
enthusiasts) presented an evening of  scintillating 
Jazz under the auspices of  the Music Appreciation 
Programme at the IIC. They gave a fine overview 
of  the history of  the only true democratic musical 
art form of  the 20th century that was born in New 
Orleans in the US Appropriately, West End Blues 
(1925) by the Louis Armstrong Hot Five began the 
proceedings with the recording of  the young black 
virtuoso playing a moving trumpet to enunciate the 
sorrowful content of  the tune.

The journey of  Jazz from the 1920s to the late 1960s 
was brought out through recordings and Sorabjee’s  
warm, humourous, informative anecdotes were 
supplemented by Sehgal’s. The Blues, featuring the 

supreme reedman, Sidney Bechet, with Tommy 
Ladnier (trumpet) came about because a Jazz-crazy 
Frenchman Hugh Pannassie who came over to 
record the authentic stuff  and Mezz  Mezzrow, a 
white clarinettist,  helped put together a small group 
in which he was the only non-Black.

Jazz was largely dominated by black musicians with 
some white virtuosi thrown in. Benny Goodman, 
master clarinettist and breaker of  the race-barrier was 
represented with Memories of  You, Stan Getz, white 
master saxophonist, with Billie’s Bounce, a Charlie 
Parker composition. Among the earlier masters, 
there were recordings of  One O’ Clock Jump (The 
Count Bassie Band), Mainstem (Duke Ellington’s 
Band), Blues Seven (Sonny Rollins, an incomparable 
saxophonist), Night in Tunisia (Dizzy Gillespie, 
trumpet and Charlie Parker, alto sax).  Sarah Vaughn 
(Misty) and Dianne Krall (Let’s Fall in Love) were 
the two famous women singers whose songs  
were played.. 

 PARTHA CHATTERJEE
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TALK: Mapping Indian History – A New  
Historical Challenge  
Speaker: Dr. Arundhati Virmani
Collaboration: The Attic and Centre  
Norbert Elias, Research Centre in the  
Social Sciences, Marseilles, France,  
September 26

History and Maps

It is always a heartening experience when a historian 
makes  maps which are about kings, kingdoms, 
travel routes and places we have only heard about. 
This small, elegant book, although in French at the 
moment, is a joy to behold. In an animated talk, 
Arundhati said that atlases of  history have been made 
by renowned historians, but  she had attempted yet 
another atlas with a difference—the difference being 

that she had used European maps to highlight the 
Indian perspective. 

With 90 maps on a book of  96 pages, the text was 
necessarily brief  with the focus being the maps. 
They represented the period from the 6th to the 21st 
century. This work required the author to research over 
two summers at Cambridge and the outcome was a 
detailed map of  places where the Brahmo Samaj and 
Theosophical society started centres. She made sure that 
the colours and the information highlighted political life 
and the historical context with a definite purpose. The 
maps of  the 21st century of  the location of  the Punjab 
National Bank and the railway routes were meant to 
trace the change that came about in Free India.

This lecture-demonstration was fascinating for both 
scholars and ‘public’. 

 KAMALA MENON
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Louise Arbour Lecture
GOLDEN JUBILEE LECTURE: peace and 
Security in a Changing World
Speaker: Dr. Louise Arbour
Chair: Mr. Soli J. Sorabjee 
Collaboration: International Crisis Group 
with the Subbu form and the Society for 
Policy Studies, October 3 

Rarely does one get to listen to someone who is 
passionate about a cause, and yet retains a clinical 
objectivity when discussing it as a subject. Dr. Louise 
Arbour, head of  the Brussels-based International 
Crisis Group, made such a presentation when 
she spoke on ‘Peace and Security in a Changing 
World’ on October 3. Eminent jurist Soli Sorabjee, 
who recalled his earlier meeting with Dr. Arbour, 
presided over the lecture. Ambassador Naresh 
Chandra and Professor M.G.K. Menon also paid 
tributes to her role in international peace building. 

Veteran journalist Inder Malhotra proposed a vote 
of  thanks.  

Dr. Arbour spoke of  the need for a new international 
security architecture and hinted at the role India 
was expected to play in it. The past decade had seen 
power shift dramatically in favour of  east and south, 
she said. However, more changes were expected in 
the coming years. 

She also referred to the uncertainties regarding the 
future course of  the Arab Spring and its impact on 
the situation in the Middle East and North Africa; 
the anxieties generated by China among the countries 
of  the East China sea, the problems that continue 
to hover over the future of  Afghanistan—and of  
course, the continuing face off  concerning Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions. ‘You need to understand a conflict 
to resolve it’ was the mantra to approach these 
problems. Still, there was reason to hope. The overall 
decline in war was due not to fewer conflicts starting, 
but to more ending—she concluded.

 MOHAN TIKKU
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Japanese Art Forms 
TO MARK THE 60th ANNIVERSARY OF 
JAPAN-INDIA DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS: 
Japanese Art through the Ages – I : The Esoteric 
Brush of Japanese painting  
Illustrated Lecture by Anu Jindal 
Introduction: Professor Sushama Jain,  
October 8
Japanese Art through the Ages – II : Stillness in  
the Japanese Gardens 
Illustrated Lecture by Anu Jindal
Introduction: Professor Anita Sharma, October 15

Two talks and a dance performance marked the 60th 
anniversary of  Japan-India diplomatic relations. In 
her first illustrated lecture, Anu Jindal revealed before 
us reflections of  the immersion in nature of  entities 
like the spirit of  Shinto, Buddhism and Zen; Japanese 
aesthetic elements ‘wabi and sabi’; and the beauty of  
transience and aging, in paintings from the ancient 
to the modern period, and a glimpse of  futuristic 
techniques embedded in them.

She took the audience on a magnificent visual tour of  
the art history of  Japan.  Japanese painting, she said, 
has come a long way from the Asoka period, but it has 
never lost its original charm, subtlety and tranquility.

Where does the actual beauty lie? How do we 
understand the rich culture of  Japanese paintings? 

The answer is in simplicity. As the visuals showed, 
the painter can describe a scene just by drawing a 
couple of  powerful strokes. Another  striking form 
was arranging the main theme or person somewhere 
in the corner of  the frame, and not in the centre.  
In this way, the observer, while seeking  the main 
attraction, appreciates the other elements of  the 
picture, which are drawn in minute detail, and then 
finally rests her eyes on the main theme. The observer 
feels complete in the inner core of  her heart—the 
same sense the painter must have felt after finishing 
the painting.  In conclusion, the Chair responded 
that it is the harmonious immersion of  individual 
entities with nature that has always pervaded Japanese 
society and finds expression in different forms of  the  
creative arts.

In her second lecture, Anu Jindal traced the origin 
of  Japanese gardens to the 1st century AD.  Inspired 
by Shintoism, the oldest form of  religion in Japan, 
and by Buddhism and Taoism,  Japanese gardens are 
religious, cultural and recreational spaces characterized 
by stillness and harmony.

From the Emperor who created a pond next to his 
villa to watch fish play, to the Shinto shrine where 
the Akami or spirit residing in rocks, plants and 
mountains was worshipped, from water gardens  with 
the classic curved bridge,  to  promenades and town-
house gardens,   Japanese gardens are as real as they 
are imagined.

  MAYURESH KULKARNI

japan diary
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Craft and Ecology

Under the spreading branches of  the Pilkan, visitors 
were treated to the sight of  people weaving, making 
paper, plaiting ropes, constructing palm shields, 
beating metal and painting, all this and more,  
accompanied by soft rhythmic singing. 

Focused on the dying craft practices of   Northeast 
India, curator Sentila T. Yanger brought into 
perspective the forms, the practice, the practitioners 
and the context; weaving in the distinct, pluralistic 
and complex traditions of  the communities and 
States that make up this region. 

Using simple tools, working to a rhythmic beat, 
Pochury Naga women demonstrated the sequence 
from processing cotton fibre to its weaving into 
ceremonial dress. Chakesang Naga women of  
Zapame village demonstrated the progression from 
extraction of  nettle to its weaving. 

Tsering Tobgual, who returned to his ancestral practice 
after retiring from the Indo-Tibetan Border Police, 
demonstrated Shugu Sheng plant paper-making, a 
Monpa community tradition from Tawang, Arunachal 
Pradesh. Ancient manuscripts, hand written and block 
printed on the paper were on display.

The all-in-one wild palm shield—raincoat-cum-
safeguard  against cold and heat—was dexterously 
constructed by Chakesang women of  Losami  
village, Nagaland. 

From Sathebari, Assam, bell metal Kaanh utensil 
making; from Tripura, deftly made ropes of  jute fibre, 
Jabo and Japui tree bark by young girls of  the Darlong 
community, Kathalcherra village; a painted warrior 
shawl, the Tsungko tep su, by a young apprentice 
from Nagaland; and pottery from Manipur, Nagaland 
and Meghalaya were displayed.

All reminiscent of  an organic, self-sustaining, 
integrated world which though fast vanishing is not 
yet lost. 

 RITU SETHI
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Exhibition: Timeless Craft – Vanishing  
Traditions. Curated by Sentila T. Yanger
Collaboration: Tribal Weave, October 11–13

TALK: Exploring the Human Brain
Speaker: Professor P.N. Tandon
Chair: Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan
Collaboration: Centre for Science and Society, 
September 11

The Starry Sky and the 
Starry Brain

‘Exploring the Human Brain’ was a fascinating talk 
about the most difficult organ in the human body. 
As Professor Tandon said, the body of  knowledge 
about the brain is in fact only a couple of  decades 
old. There are many aspects of  the human brain that 
still need to be studied.

The brain is functionally divided by the central sulcus 
into the frontal, occipital, parietal and temporal lobes. 
It has many circuits and cells that communicate with 

each other through a gap called a synapse. But no two 
brains are alike.

The total volume of  the brain is 1.3 kg. According to 
Carl Sagan, Professor Tandon said, every mind can 
store 7,550 volumes of  the Encyclopedia Britannica. 
But where do the mind and the brain meet? The brain 
is physical, the mind is not. The mind deals with 
processes, while the brain is a structure.  He likened it 
to a microprocessor. 

Dr. Tandon drew attention to the right brain and the 
left brain. The left brain is responsible for scientific 
comprehension, and the right brain for insight, 
imagination and art. With new technologies like 
Magnetic Resonance, many non-invasive methods of  
studying the brain have emerged. 

It was a lecture that was accessible to the expert and 
lay-person alike. 

 RACHNA JOSHI



8

miscellany

 

EXHIBITION: Brasilia – Half a Century of Brazil’s 
Capital. Curated by Danielle Rocha Athayde  
Inauguration: H.E. Mr. Carlos Duarte, October 12–25

Designing Brasilia

For a city so lacking in exhibitions on architecture or 
urban design,  this was a rare opportunity to witness 
the conception of  one of  the finest and singular 
examples of  modern urbanism and architecture.

Brasilia was planned and developed in 1956 with 
Lucio Costa as the principal urban planner and Oscar 
Niemeyer as the principal architect. On 22 April 
1960, it formally became Brazil’s national capital. The 
exhibition demonstrated the relevance and importance 
of  the great historical value of  Brazil’s capital. 

It was presented with architectonic plans, maps, 
artistic photography, projections, explanatory texts, 
collections of  great historical value and a giant 
model of  the city illustrating the Pilot Plan (Plano 
Piloto). Most interestingly, it informed the viewers 
not only about the plans of  Brasilia but also its main 

GOLDEN JUBILEE LECTURE: Reading the 
Human Genome
Speaker: Professor Sydney Brenner
Chair: Professor M.G.K. Menon, October 12

Nobel Laureate Professor 
Sydney Brenner is best 
known for the discovery 
of  messenger RNA, 
deciphering the triplet 
nature of  genetic codes, 
and his pioneering work on 
roundworm (Caenorhabditis 
elegans). He has been working 
on the evolution of  vertebrate genome which formed 
the backdrop of  his lecture delivered at the IIC. He 
deliberated on the rewards of  reading the human 
genome as a means to unveil detailed, intricate paths 
of  evolution. He brilliantly exemplified the basic 
principles underlying the evolution of  the human 
genome, and posited that in  interpreting a genome, 
both evolution by chance and by selection should  
be considered.

Brenner underlined the fact that genes do not 
behave independently, but are linked. Therefore, 

whenever a gene is selected, 
it is accompanied by other 
neutral genes which are 
eliminated after cycles of  
segregation and assortment. 
He also stated that the rate 
of  evolution is a combination 
of  the rate of  change and 
the rate of  fixation of  the 

change, and with the help of  fossil evidence it could 
be determined for a genome. He gave the example of  
the mouse genome evolving 2.8 times faster than the 
human genome. Using the same principle, the future 
of  a genome can also be predicted. 

The credit for this momentous occasion rests with 
Professor M.G.K. Menon, who introduced the 
speaker in his inimitable style. 

    PRIYANKA KHANDURI 
AND DIVYA MOHANTI
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actors: President Juscelino Kubitschek (JK), Lucio 
Costa, who designed the city’s plan, architect Oscar 
Niemeyer, visual artist Athos Bulcao, among others.

The spectacular photographs by Marcel Gautherot, 
Mario Fontenelle, aerial shots by Joao Faco and 
Fabio Colombini present an overview from Brasilia’s 
inception to its contemporary rendition.

The exhibition is not just about displaying the 
architecture of  the time, but also about showing the 
ideals that influenced it. It not only illustrates the 
corporeality of  Brasilia, but also recaptures the spirit 
of  modernism that inspired this unique vision. 

 ANUPAM BANSAL

The Economic Scenario
SEMINAR: Mid–Year Review of the Indian 
Economy 2012–13. Presentation by the National 
Council for Applied Economic Research
Collaboration: Malcolm and Elizabeth Adiseshiah 
Trust, Chennai, October 27

The proceedings began with a welcome by  
Dr. Kavita A. Sharma, Director IIC, who also gave a 
brief  history of  this annual event. Opening remarks 
from the Chair, Dr. Bimal Jalan, set the tone for the 
discussion that followed.

Dr. Shashanka Bhide argued that the large current 
account balance from the point of  view of  foreign 
inflows was a cause for concern, and that there has to 
be a change in balance between external and internal 
demand. He concluded that credible policy initiatives 
were required for the revival of  growth, and Indian 
producers need to be more competitive in weak 
external conditions. 

There are three main reasons for negative growth, said  
Dr. B.N. Goldar—sluggishness/decline in foreign 
investment, decline in the availability of  money to 
industry, and high inflation rate. Another  factor was  
decline in exports. He said that major reforms were 
required in sectors like land, and also suggested that a cut 
in interest rates would boost growth to a certain extent.

Dr. Anil Sharma pointed out that domestic food 
inflation was very high with price spikes in the 
years 2007-08 and 2010-2011, and that the only 
bright spot in recent years has been the significant 
increase in production of  cotton. He added that the 
monsoon had been normal but erratic in 2012-13, 
leading to lower agricultural output. He suggested 
that it was important to increase employment in the  
non-agricultural sector to help reduce dependence  
on agriculture.

Demand was depressed and was likely to remain 
sluggish in the near future, according to discussant 
Dr. Mundle. On the domestic front, the country faced 
a major policy challenge on how to revive growth, 
and the Goods and Services Tax was the thrust in the 
next major set of  reforms.

The second discussant, Dr. Hasan Rana, drew 
attention to two major points: size of  firms and 
labour regulations. Survey and research had revealed 
that ‘large firms’ were more productive, paid their 
workers more, and also ensured more accountable 
jobs. In India, he said, the largest number of  people 
were employed in ‘very micro-sized firms’ comprising 
four to five workers.  

This was a valuable overview of  the current  
economic scenario.

  SHOBHA SUBRAMANIAN

economy

Continued from Page 8
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Golden Jubilee lectures

1 December 2012 at 6:30 pm in the 
Auditorium
Unity and Diversity of India: A Genomic 
Reconstruction from Ancestral Footfalls
Speaker: Dr. Partha Majumdar, Director, National Institute 
of Biomedical Genomics
Recent advances in genomics theory and technology have 
permitted a scientific estimation of the extent of unity and 
diversity of the people of India, reconstruction of their 
origins, and tracing trails of migration far and wide into India 
and the resultant impact on the population structure in India. 
The talk will provide a synthesis of the findings of studies on 
these aspects conducted during the last decade

5 December 2012 at 6:30 pm in Seminar 
Rooms II & III, Kamaladevi Block
The Himalayas and Our Future
Speaker: Dr. Shekhar Pathak, well-known environmentalist

21 December 2012 at 6:30 pm in the 
Auditorium
The Origin of the Universe
Speaker: Professor Paul Davis 
Professor Paul Davis, Regents’ Professor and Director of 
the Beyond Center for Fundamental Concepts in Science, 
Arizona State University, USA

lectures

11 December 2012 at 6:30 pm in Conference 
Room – I
Tea Horse Road
Illustrated lecture and an exhibition of photographs on the 
ancient trade route between China and India that facilitated 
the movement of tea and horses between the two countries
Lecture by Shri Phalguni Matilal; photographs by  
Anirban Mahapatra
Exhibition on view outside Conference  
Room – I until 15 December 2012

17 December 2012 at 6:30 pm in Conference 
Room – I
Excavations at Pithalkhor in  
Aurangabad District

Illustrated lecture by Dr. A.K. Mitra, Director, Archaeological 
Survey of India

Performances

23 November 2012 
at 6:30 pm in the 
Centre’s Auditorium
Hindustani Vocal 
Recital
By Keerti Kumar Badseshi 
from Bangalore, disciple 
of Pt. Vinayak Torvi

24 November 2012 
at 6:30 pm in the  
Rose Garden
Ten Years With Guru Dutt:  
Abrar Alvi’s Journey 
A theatrical adaptation using excerpts from the book by 
Sathya Saran – the production presents rare insights into 
the mind and character of the filmmaker, Guru Dutt and  
chronicles the most productive period of the life of one 
of India’s most iconic filmmakers, through theatre, film 
and interactions of the protagonist Abrar Alvi (played by 
Saattvic) with the author Sathya Saran

26 November 2012 at 6:30 pm 
in the Auditorium
Bharatanatyam 
Recital
By Medha Hari from 
Chennai, disciple of   
Smt. Anitha Guha

3 December 2012 
at 6:30 pm in the 
Auditorium

Canto de la 
Sibila –  
Lyric and 
Liturgy in 
Medieval 
Spain
Presented by 

futures

Highlights for November - December 2012



11

diary futures

Capella de Ministrers Ensemble from Spain
Director: Carles Magraner

films

22 November 2012 at 6:30 pm in the 
Auditorium
Images Unbound : The Life and Times of 
Rabindranath Tagore
Director: Mujibar Rahaman
The film follows a linear narrative, tracing the poet’s growth 
both as an artist and thinker. Using the poet’s own voice, 
manuscripts, rare photographs and archival footage

4 December 2012 at 6:30 pm in the 
Multipurpose Hall
Films on Spirituality and Faith  
Of Gods and Men 
Director: Xavier Beauvois

Recipient of the Grand Prix Award, Cannes 
Film Festival
Inspired by true events, this powerful and affecting film tells 
the story of a group of Cistercian monks living in the remote 
mountains of North Africa. Building to an extrordinarily 
moving climax, this beautifully directed immaculately 
performed and award winning drama has been acclaimed 
as a masterpiece
(Collaboration: Foundation for Universal Responsibility of 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama)

exhibitions
30 November to 7 December 2012 in the Art 
Gallery, Kamaladevi Block
Weaving Magic: Romance of the  
Kashmir Shawl 
An exhibition of shawls from the collection of Aditi Desai, 

social anthropologist who has spent many years studying, 
collecting and documenting Indian and European  
Kashmir shawls
Inauguration by Dr. Karan Singh, MP on  
29 November 2012 at 6:30 pm

Talk on 1 December 2012 at 4:00 pm 
in the Gallery
The Kashmir Shawl: A Collector’s Journey
Illustrated lecture by Aditi Desai who will draw upon her 
conversations with weavers, traders, darners and shawl 
collectors and her own fieldwork in Kashmir. Her talk will 
also focus on raising awareness of this craft and restoration 
of shawls, stories of shawl collecting and will clarify many 
prevailing misconceptions
Aditi Desai will also be present in the gallery to conduct a 
walkthrough at 12:30 pm and at 5:00 pm everyday

13 to 16 December 2012, 11:00 am to 7:00 pm 
daily in the Annexe Art Gallery
The Cream of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade
An exhibition of traditional hand woven brocades  
from Nanjing
Opening on 12 December 2012 at 6:30 pm

One Asia 2012  
15 to 19 December 2012
Organized in collaboration with Auroville Foundation
The programme includes performances; calligraphy 
exhibition; film screenings by Shabnam Virmani; and 
workshop on calligraphy

19 to 25  
December 2012,  
11:00 am to 7:00 pm 
daily in the  
Annexe Art 
Gallery
‘…leaves cling to 
rain’
An exhibition of 
works in brush and 
calligraphic  
ink and wash 
By Malavika Karlekar
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As a small step towards saving paper (and 
consequently trees),  Members are requested 
to kindly indicate whether they would like to 
receive their correspondence, including scanned 
programme cards, through email.  If  so, they can 
send their consent along with their email id to the 
India International Centre:  programme.iic@nic.in.  
with cc to admin.iic@nic.in and accounts.iic@nic.in.  

Notice

Obituary
A-2827 Shri S.D. Rohmetra   
A-0997 Dr. B.K. Roy Burman 
A-2375 Shri Kulbir Singh   
M-3757 Brig. (Retd.) Teg Bahadur Kapur

The Hungarian Information and 
Cultural Centre and Neemrana Music 
Foundation presented an Evening of  
opera arias and songs  Les Chemins 
De L'Amour (Paths of  Love)  
presented by eminent artists Sylvia 
Sass (Hungary)  and Thierry Pillon 
(France) with piano accompaniment 
by Balazs Fulei (Hungary) on 25 
September 2012 at 6.30 pm  at the IIC 
Auditorium.

announcements

The film Cotton for my Shroud 
tries to understand from a grass-roots 
perspective what is driving the cotton 
farmers to despair – is it a crisis of  
farm credit or are they victims of  faulty 
paradigms of  development.

Details  of  specific correspondence they would like 
to receive by email may be indicated.


